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Participant* i 



Mr. Lsloy 
Mr. Winkler 



Mr. fcrapf 
Mr* Paula 
Mr. Osterheld 



Ohltad Kingdom 

Mr. Logan 

United Stataa 

B7R - Mr. Eohler 
QER . Mr. Hillenbrand 

Mr. McKlaman 
L/EUR - Mr« Kearney 
307 . Mr. Moaweeney 

Mr. Dean 

Dtfanaa - Col. Sohoflald 



Mr. lohlar suggeated that tha groin} btgin by diaeuaalng the two 
abort hraneFpapara praaantad at tha laat Mating (H WVK|^L«2 and 
n WO/5.3). Mr. Krapf aakad If Mr. laloy'e resarks In tha laat nectlng 
about tha ailiSryweaknaee of tha Wastern poaltlon In Barlln indlaatad a 
ehangad Praneh aaaaaaaant of tha situation there. Mr. Laloy replied that 
ha had not vlahed to give thla iflpreaaien. Ihe military aituation In 
Sbrlln reaalna aa it always haa been, bat conaidarad In isolation and 
purely aa a ailltarjr aituation, it ia an extremely weak ona. Ha had polntad 
out, however, that this ia only ona part of tha aituation and that tha 
political aapaata of tha ftrlin problan praaantad a aueh aora dlffarantiatad 
picture* with weakneaaea and advantagea for both aidee. In practical 
tanas, this aaant that if tha Soviete took cartaln actions with regard to 
ftrlln, they vara vulnerable to parhaps rathar tailing Vastam crltlciaa 
that thalr aotlona wara not in haneony with other Soviet polloy alas such 
as thalr ostansibla desire for a detente in the Neat. Mr. ashler said that 
he agreed with thla analyele, which eorraaponded to the a 75rtoan"appreela~ 
tlon of tha ftrlln fltuatton Mr. Logan alao agreed and stated that this 
wis the British view of the ftrlln problaa. 

L with regard to tha flrat of tha prlnolplas laid down 
(i.e., tha neeeasity for continuation of the present 
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continuation of Western forcea thet*), whether there might not bo othor 
ways to koop Western troops In Berlin- It was probable, however, that tho 
Soviets would link tho two subjects of occupation rights and tho continua- 
tion of Western forces, insisting that a change in the occupation status 
would remove ths legal basis for continuation of troops in Berlin* never- 
theless, ths question was one which should be further studied by the Working 
Group* Mr. srapf said that one of the Gannan objections to s changed 
status for Esrlin was that even in the event that ag re e m e n t were reached on 
a new status with ths Soviets, they would surely insist that it be United 
In tine rather than having en indefinite duration as with .the present status. 
The West would then be faced with further Soviet attempts to fores it out 
of Berlin within a relatively short tine* 

Mr. Laloy said that ths French Foreign Office had looked for substl*- 
tutss for the present juridical position in Berlin but had been unable to 
find any adsquats ones* Even if one supposed that the Soviets night agree 
that ths West Berlin authorities had the legal right to Invite Western 
forces to remain in Berlin, what would be the function of these forces? 
It would scarcely be military defense * ltoir present value is to act in 
case of emergency and for this they must have full freedom of action* If 
they are in Bsrlin on the basis of a special agreement they will have no 
freedom of action of their own and their anomalous position will also sharply 
decrease their ability to maintain ttirlln raorale through their presence. 
Furthermore, in the unlikely event of Soviot agreement to a changed status 
of Western forces in Berlin, this agreement would almost certainly be 
limited in time* Mr. Krapf noted that If Western forces in Berlin became 
numerically too small, they would not be able to fulfill their function 
as "shield forces" for Berlin to activate NATO military assistance in the 
event of Eastern attack. Mr. Logan stated that the Soviets had given ths 
Impression last May that they would te willing for eons Wsstsrn forces to 
remain in Berlin on a changed basis, but that the U.K. had no ideas for a 
new status for Btrlin. 

Mr. Kohler said ths French paper was most useful end would be used by 
ths Working Group as a basis for further work* He road a draft U.S. paper 
on minimum requirements for Isrlln which illustrated a possible applica- 
tion of the general principles contained In the French paper. He suggested 
that it might be possible in further preparations to continue to utilise 
the French paper on Btrlin principles and to back it up with a working group 
paper applying thess requirements in detail* Mr. Kohlor then submitted 
. a U„S* paper comparing Western position on free elections in Vist-Ham with 
our position in frss elections for Germany (II wwa/8»2) 

Mr. Laloy then commented on the U.S. paper comparing ths Japanese 
peace treaty with the threatened Soviet peace treaty for Eastsrn Cbrmsny 
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Mr Hillenbrand noted that our main refutation to an anticipated Khrushchev 
attack on thlTpolnt would be that the UoSuSJU had participated la tho 
negotiation of tho Japanese peace treaty and had then refuted to sign it* 
Mr. Kohler pointed out that Khrushchet hinself had Indicated that Soviet 
interests might have been better served had the U.S.3«R* bscome a party to 
tho treaty. 

Mr. Kohler mentioned the Oruson story In the Mew York Bmss of 
January z? concerning the allegedly nee lagal position regarding the Federal 
Republic 'a links with Birlin developed by the Oeraan Federal Governcento 
Re pointed out that, In practice, the Federal Republic already hae a veto 
right over Waatern policy towards Berlin and Oexman reunification aa the 
President and Secretary of State theaaelvea have said to Oeraan loaders* 
Mr. Kohler noted that we have been lnforaed that we would receive the legal 
opinion In question from von firentanoo Mr. Krapf noted that ae far aa he 
knew the paper prepared by the Foreign Office contained nothing new and waa 
aerely a suamary of known hiatorical and legal facte on the atatue of Btrlln 
Mr. Kohler noted that hie only concern waa that the Western poeltlon on 
occupation righto not be weakened through the for* chosen for the presenta- 
tion of Oeraan views, 

Mr. Lalcy said he presumed the Working Group would approach the ques~ 
tlon or oeraan reunification by again examining the Western Peace Plan. 
Mr. Kohler agreed. Mr. Laloy noted that the French did not feel it nsces- 
aary to a3d important new elements to the Peace Plan but were willing to 
ooneider minor changes designed to make it more interesting to public 
opinion* Mr. Kohler said that since it was believed that the Soviets would 
emphasise the pesce~treaty tactic* we believe we ahould go back to the 
all-Oemsn question on the basis of the Western Peace Plan as a counter- 
tactic For this reason, ws would suggest that the Quadripartite Group go 
back over the Pesee Plan and review it earefullyo It was possible that the 
Five-Power Disarmament Oroup might produce some innovations having to do 
with European security, and we had already tabled a propossl for a plebls~ 
cite which ws hoped could be built into the Peace Piano We would oontlnue 
to maintain the basic principles of the Peace Plan but would fas open to 
any suggestions for improvemento 

Mr. Laloy ssid that he agreed with this approach* He asked la what 
form tfte practical question of overfall tactics for the last-West summit 
meeting would be discussed, i.e., In the Quadripartite Oroup or elaewherso 
Mr. Kohler said we snvissgsd a tactics paper regarding Birlin and the 
aerman question as one result of ths work of ths Quadripartite Group* We 
believed that diplomatic channels rather thsn sons fom of steering group 
should thsn be used to correlate the results of the Quadripartite Group 
with those of the groups working on disarmament and East-Vest relationso 
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This would not occur until a later stage In the preparation, with tha 
first daadllna being perhaps tha Washington meeting of tha Foralgn Ministers 
in April. Hr» Lalor said this procedure vsa agreeable to hlau Mr» Kohler 
said ha fait ins quadripartite Group now had a number of papers to aork " 
on v including a acre considered comment on tha French papers* tha two 
Qaraan papers, and the U«S, plebiscite proposal,. He soggestsd tha Quadri~ 
partita Oroup sect about once a week and more of ton if necessary and that 
tha pace of the meetings could be stepped up aa required shortly before 
the April Foreign Klnietera* aeetingo 
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